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Jilerrp    Christmas 

and 

imppp  J9eto  |?ear 

9f  guletibe  all  Cfjristenbom  rejoices  in 
tfje  fjope  of  a  glorious;  feUotnsifjtp  of  man= 
fcinb.  Jfrienb  greets  frienb  toitf)  goob 
toisfjes  of  "JWerrp  Christmas"  anb 
"ftappp  JSeto  ©ear."  hearts  are 
toarmer  anb  goob  toill  is  expressed 

Appropriate  to  tfje  reason  then  is  our 
fjumble  greeting  to  ;>ou  anb  pours',  grate= 
fully  aefcnoojlebging  tfje  jop  toe  fjabe  in 
our  association  anb  fellotosfjip  uutt)  pou 
in  tije  great  ilatterbap  toorfe  tutitcti  sfjall 
ebentuallp  bring 

"  $eace  on  €artf)— <&oob  ^ill  to  iflen. " 


1 38 


(M MOHAH  S  SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


Decembei .  L9 18 


FAREWELL!     GOD  BLESS  YOU! 


TO  the  Saints,  m\  beloved  brethren  and 
- 1^1  its,  friends  and  people  generally 
throughout  the  European  Mission,  greet- 
ings. 

,  Regretfully,  but  with  a  bearl  overflowing 
with  gratitude,  L  take  leave  of  the;  elders. 
Saints  and  the  populace  and  retire  from  the 
Presidency  of  the  Kurope'an  Mission.  On 
February  4,  L946 — twenty -one  days  after 
the  announcement  of  my  appointment  to 
this  honourable  position  by  the  First  Presi- 
dency of  the  Church — 1  landed  in  England 
by  airplane,  accompanied  by  my  secretary 
and  faithful  companion,  Elder  Frederick  W. 
Babbel.  My  regrets  are  all  for  the  parting 
now  in  prospect,  a  parting  with  kind  and 
loving  friends  I  have  made  in  and  out  of  the 
Church  during  my  sojourn  of  more  than  ten 
months  among  you.  My  gratitude  springs 
from  an  unshakeable  knowledge  that  the 
Almighty  has  opened  the  way  and  prepared 
the  path  before  me  and  that  mission  presi- 
dents, elders,  Saints  and  friends  have  ex- 
tended their  loving  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  difficult  months  following 
the  world's  greatest  war  of  destruction, 
centering,  as  it  has,  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  European  Mission. 

Elder  Alma  Sonne,  Assistant  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Twelve — a  true  and  faithful  servant 
of  the  Lord  and  a  lover  of  humanity — has 
been  appointed  by  the  First  Presidency  to 
preside  in  Europe.  He  has  already  arrived 
and  together  we  have  made  brief  visits  to 
ten  of  the  twelve  missions  which  comprise 
the  European  Mission.  I  bespeak  for  him 
the  same  loyal  support,  love  and  esteem 
that  have  always  been  shown  towards  me. 
All  future  communications  pertaining  to  the 
Mission  should  be  directed  to  President 
Sonne. 

Tn  the  providence  of  the  Lord,  T  am  now 
to  return  to  my  mountain  home  where  my 
ever-faithful  wife,  children  and  other  loved 
ones  await  me  and  I  shall  be  privileged 
again  to  enjoy  the  priceless  associations  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  Presiding  Councils  of 
the  Church. 

As  T  bid  you  adieu,  there  passes  before 
me  a  panoramic  view  of  the  unprecedented 
experiences' of  the  past  few  months.  These 
have    been    both    heart-'rendirie    and    soul- 


satisfying.  They  have  made  impressions 
thai  will  remain  so  long  as  time  shall  [est. 
It  has  been  ;i  sobering,  thought-provokibg 
period.     With   the  terrible  ravages  ol   war 

on  even  side — the  result  of  man's  sinful 
disobedience  of  the  comma  ndun-nl  9  of  the 
Lord — and  man's  wicked  misuse  of  the 
bounties  of  nature,  one  is  made  to  exclaim  : 
O  God,  how  long  will  Thy  children  con- 
tinue their  inhuman  slaughter  of  their 
fellowmen?  How  long  will  the  leaders  of 
nations  pursue  the  futile  destruction  of  war'.' 
When  will  the  suffering  little  children,  old 
men  and  women,  and  innocent  people 
everywhere  cease  and  thej  be  called  upon 
no  longer  to  endure  the  ravages  of  fiends  in 
human  form?  When  will  men  and  nations 
learn  the  way  of  peace  and  the  futility  of 
bloody  conflict?'! 

Amidst  all  the  terrible  aftermath  of  war. 
the  contact  with  the  Saints  in  all  war-torn 
countries  has  been  a  sad  though  inspiring 
experience.  Here  we  have  witnessed  the 
fruits  of  the  Restored  Gospel  in  the  lives  of 
our  members.  We  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. Here  we  have  found  faith, 
loyalty  and  devotion  unsurpassed  in  the 
annals  of  Church  history.  Only  through  a 
testimony,  that  God  lives  and  has  revealed 
Himself  from  heaven  and  established  His 
Church,  can  men  and  women  stand  amidst 
the  rubble,  which  was  once  happy  homes, 
with  hope  and  courage.  Only  with  a  faith 
in  the  ultimate  eonsinnation  of  the  Lord's 
purposes  can  people,  with  all  their  earthly 
possessions  swept  away,  continue  with 
spirits  sweet  and  hearts  free  from  bitter- 
ness. No  man-made  organisation  or  set  of 
dogmas  can  make  people  look  hopefully 
forward  with  confident  faith  as  they  stand, 
the  only  remaining  member  of  a  once  happ\ 
and  prosperous  family.  Thank  God  for  the 
testimony  which  our  Saints  possess  !  It  has 
been  there  all  during  the  dark  days  of  war. 
This  alone,  and  the  sweet  companionship -of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  has  sustained  them. 
Nothing  else  is  so  precious.  With  this  faith 
and  testimony  they  have  carried  on  with 
their  meetings  in  bombed-out  churches. 
1  lomes  and  in  the  open  air.  With  this  faith 
they  have  been  united,  they  have  sustained 
each  other.     They  have,  in  very  deed,  been 
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their  brother's  keeper. 

And  so  to  the  Saints  throughout  Europe 
I  say  God  bless  you.  I  love  you  beyond  im 
power  of  expression.  1  have  been  happiest 
when  mingling  wit  1 1  you  in  sweet  com- 
munion, blessed  with  the  presence  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  As  I  have  travelled 
among  you — travelling  over  ")0,000  miles 
during  the  past  ten  months — L  have  been 
grateful  to  shake  your  hands,  to  look  into 
your  eyes  and  know  you  are  in  very  deed 
my  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  true  fold  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  shall  never 
forget  your  love  and  the  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness, extending  even  to  personal  acts  of 
affection  for  up  loyal  wife  and  companion, 
whom  you  have  never  seen.  Your  evidence 
of  faith  and  love  are  more  precious  than 
riches.  These  acts  are  engraven  upon  my 
heart  forever.  Gratefully  do  I  acknowledge 
your  loving  kindness  to  me  as  a  servant  of 
•lesus  Christ.  Our  Father  in  Heaven  will 
also  have  your  acts  in  remembrance. 

[  bless  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and 
promise  you  the  richest  blessings  of  eternity 
inasmuch  as  you  continue  faithful.  Be  not 
east  down,  dear  brethren  and  sisters.  Let 
not  your  faith  waver.  God  still  rules.  He 
is  at  the  helm.  He  has  not  forgotten  you, 
nor  will  He  do  so,  if  you  keep  sawed  your 
covenants  as  members  of  His  Church. 
Therefore,  as  He  has  said  to  His  Saints, 
Fear  not,  little  flock;  do  good;  let  earth 
and  hell  combine  against  you,  for  if  ye  are 
built  upon  my  rock,  they  cannot  prevail." 
So  let  it  be.  And  if  the  clouds  gather  for  a 
moment,  be  assured  that  behind  every  cloud 
for  you  there  is  a  smiling  Providence. 

What  tho  the  clouds  seem  dark  to- 
day, 

To-morrow's  will  be  blue, 

When  every  cloud  has  cleared  awa\ . 

God's  Providence  shines  through." 
Be  true  to  every  standard  and  teaching 
of  the  Church.  Support  loyally  your  mis- 
sion, district  and  branch  presidents  and 
other  officers.  Cease  from  all  evil  speaking 
and  fault-finding.  Be  united.  Keep  the 
Sabbath  Day  holy.  Pay  your  tithes  and 
offerings.  Attend  to  your  family  and  secret 
prayers  daily.  Give  freely  of  your  time, 
means  and  talents  for  the  building  up  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth.  Be  kind 
to  your  families.  Be  pure  in  mind  and  body. 
Keep  the  spirit  of  God  in  your  homes  and 
in  your  hearts.     Be   wise   and   prudent   as 


you  go  forward  witb  energj  and  determina- 
tion to  fill  the  lull  measure  of  your  cr> 
in  the  earth.     Perform  with  soberness,  but 

with   happj    and  J0VQU8   hearts,    the   work  al 

hand,  knowing  thai  all  is  well  if  we  live 
righteously,  ho  all  this  and  eventually  you 
shall  be  exalted  on  high  ami  triumph  over 
all  your  enemies.  There,  I  trust,  in  thai 
External  World  we  Bhall  meet  in  sweet 
reunion,  where  war  and  sin  are  qo  more,  W 
the   sweet    fellowship   which   we   have   but 

tasted  here.  If  we  are  worth}  it  shall  be 
so,  which  I  fervently   praj   for  us  all. 

And  now  I >< -J' .r-< ■  leaving  this  hemisphere 
to  return  home,  I  feel  t.,  direct  a  few  words 
of  solemn  warning  to  the  nations,  rulers  and 
peoples  "i'  tin'  countries  through  which  I 
have  travelled.  Having  been  called  and 
sent  of  God,  this  is  done  in  the  spirit  of 
humility  and  with  a  recognition  that  we  are 
all  chldren  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  that 
lie  desires  to  bless  us.  But  He  cannot  look 
upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance. 
pending.     There  is  oiilv   one  way  of  'escape  : 

it  is  the  wax  the  God  of  this  earth  has  pro 
vided. 

To  the  rulers  and  peoples  of  these  Euro 
pean  nations.  I  solemnly  declare  that  the 
God  of  Heaven  has  established  His  latter- 
day  Kingdom  upon  the  earth  in  fulfillment 
of  prophecies  uttered  by  His  ancient  pro- 
phets and  apostles,  lloh  angels  have  again 
communed  with  men  on  the  earth.  Cod  has 
again  revealed  Himself  from  heaven  and  re- 
stored lo  the  earth  His  Holy  Priesthood 
with  power  to  administer  in  all  the  sacred 
ordinances  necessary  for  the  exaltation  of 
His  children.  His  Church  has  been  re- 
established among  men  with  all  the  spiritual 
gifts  enjoyed  anciently.  All  this  is  done  in 
preparation  for  Christ's  second  coming.  The 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  is  near 
at  hand.  In  preparation  for  this  great  even' 
and  as  a  means  of  escaping  the  impending 
judgments,  inspired  messengers  have  gone 
forth  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  carrying 
this  testimony  and  warning. 

The  nations  of  the  earth  continue  in  their 
sinful  and  unrighteous  ways.  The  u\\- 
bounded  knowledge  with  which  men  have 
been  blessed  lees  been  used  to  destroy  man- 
kind instead  of  to  bless  the  children  of  men 
as  the  Lord  intended.  Two  great  world 
wars  in  the  past  25  years,  with  fruitless 
efforts  at  lasting  pence,  are  solemn  evidence 
that  peace  has  been  taken  from  the  earth 
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,  because  of  the  wickedness  oi  the  people. 
Nations  cannot  endure  in  sin.  They  will  l><: 
broken  up,  but  the  Kingdom  of  God  will  en- 
dure forever. 

Therefore,  as  a  humble  servant  ol  the 
Lord,  1  call  upon  the  leaders  of  nations  to 
humble  themselves  before  God,  to  seek  His 
inspiration  and  guidance.  1  call  upon  rulers 
and  people  alike  to  repent  of  their  evil  ways. 
Turn  unto  the  Lord,  seek  His  forgiveness 
and  unite  yourselves  in  humility  with  His 
Kingdom.  There  is  no  other  way.  If  you 
will  do  this,  your  sins  will  be  blotted  out, 
peace  will  come  and  remain,  and  you  will 
become  a  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
preparation  for  Christ's  second  coming, 
which  is  near  at  hand.  But  if  you  refuse 
to  repent  or  to  accept  the  testimony  of  His 
inspired  messengers  and  unite  yourselves 
with  God's  Kingdom,  then  the  terrible 
judgments  and  calamities  promised  the 
wicked  will  be  yours. 

The  Lord  in  His  mercy  has  provided  a 
win  of  escape.  The  voice  of  warning  is  to 
all  people  by  the  mouths  of  His  servants. 
If  this  voice  is  not  heeded,  the  angels  of 
destruction  will  go  forth  again  and  the 
chastening  hand  of  Almighty  God  will  be 
felt  upon,  the  nations,  as  decreed,  until  a 
full  end  thereof  will  be  the  result.  Wars, 
devastation  and  untold  suffering  will  be 
your  lot  except  you  turn  unto  the  Lord  in 
humble  repentence.  Destruction,  even 
more  terrible  and  far-reaching  than  attended 
the  war  just  ended,  will  come  with  certainty 
unless  rulers  and  people  alike  repent  and 
cease  their  evil  and  Godless  ways.  God  will 
not  be  mocked.  He  will  not  permit  sins  of 
immorality,  thievery,  deceit,  Sabbath- 
wrecking,  and  disregard  for  all  His  holy 
commandments  and  the  messages  of  His 
servants  to  go  unheeded  without  grievous 
punishment  for  such  wickedness.  The 
nations  of  Europe  and  of  the  world  cannot 
endure  in  sin.  The  way  of  escape  is  clear. 
The  immutable  laws  of  God  remain  stead- 
fastly in  the  heavens  above.  When  men 
and  nations  refuse  to  abide  by  them  the 
penalty  must  follow.  They  will  be  wasted 
away.     Sin  cannot  endure. 

And  now,  although  I  have  oeen  permitted 
to  bear  my  humble  testimony  verbally  in 
thirteen  of  the  European  nations  before 
thousands  of  people,  I  desire  to  bear  it  once 


more  through  the  medium  of  the  various 
iiiissi.  ii  organs.  I  know  that  God  lives, 
that  He  is  a  personal  .Being,  the  Father  of 
our  spirits,  and  thai  He  loves  His  children 
and  hears  and  answers  their  righteous 
prayers.  I  know  that  it  is  His  will  that  11 is 
children  be  happy.  It  is  His  desire  to  bless 
us  all.  1  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son 
of  God,  <>ur  Elder  Brother,  the  very  Creator 
and  Redeemer  of  the  world.  1  know  thai 
God  has  again  established  His  kingdom  on 
the  earth  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy  and 
that  it  will  never  be  overcome,  but  it  shall 
ultimately  hold  universal  dominion  in  the 
earth  and  Jesus  Christ  shall  reign  as  its 
King  forever. 

1  know  that  God  in  His  goodness  has 
again  revealed  Himself  from  the  heavens 
and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  called  of  God  to 
re-establish  that  Kingdom.  I  testify  that  he 
accomplished  this  work,  that  he  laid  the 
foundations  and  that  he  committed  to  the 
Church  the  keys  and  powers  to  continue  the 
great  latter-day  work,  which  he  began  under 
the  direction  of  Almighty  God. 

I  know  that  Joseph  Smith,  although  slain 
as  a  martyr  to  the  truth,  still  lives  and  that 
as  head  of  this  dispensation — the  greatest  of 
all  dispensations — he  will  continue  so  to 
stand  throughout  the  eternities  to  come. 
He  is  a  prophet  of  God,  a  seer  and  a  re- 
velator,  as  are  his  successors.  I  know  that 
the  inspiration  of  the  Lord  is  directing  the 
Church  to-day  because  I  have  felt  of  It's 
power.  I  know  that  the  First  Presidency 
and  other  General  Authorities  of  the  Church 
have  as  their  object  and  purpose  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  exaltation  of  all  His  child- 
ren. And  finally,  I  know  that  no  person 
who  does  not  receive  this  work  can  be  saved 
in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  of  God  and  escape 
the  condemnation  of  the  Judge  of  us  all. 

Humbly  and  prayerfully  I  leave  this  testi-. 
mony,  knowing  full  well  I  must  eventually 
meet  my  Maker  and  stand  with  all  men 
before  the  judgment  bar  of  God.  More  than 
anything  else  in  all  the  world,  I  am  grateful 
for  this  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  this 
great  latter-day  work  and  exhort  all  men 
everywhere  to  give  heed  thereto. 

And  now  a  fond  farewell  and  God  bless 
you! 

Faithfully  and  affectionately  your 
brother, 

EZRA  TAFT  BENSON. 
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On  Searching  for  Family  Records 

By  PRESIDENT    GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 


IN  Chicago  a  Dumber  of  years  ago,  during 
■  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition,  I 
ucnl  into  our  Church  booth  one  day  and 
inquired  of  the  missionaries  as  to  who  had 

charge  of  that  great  cultural  and  scientific 
lair. 

They  told  me  the  man's  name  was 
I 'awes,  and  1  asked,  "  Is  he  the  brother 
of  Charles  (i.  Dawes,  who  was  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States  and  also 
ambassador  to  Great  Britain'/  " 

And  they  answered,  "  Yes." 

Well,   I  said,  "   1   am  delighted  to  know 
that.       1  happen  to  know  him." 

1  said  to  myself,  "  1  think  I  will  go  and 
call  on  him.  He  will  be  Henry  Dawes." 
I  knew  Henry  Dawes,  so  I  went  to  the  tele- 
phone and  called  his  office.  His  secretary 
answered  and  1  inquired,  "  Is  Mr.  Dawes 
there?  " 

She  said,  "  Yes,  sir. " 
May   I   come  over  and   see  him?  "    I 
said. 

She  said,  "  There  are  already  a  hundred 
people  ahead  of  you,  and  they  all  want  a 
job." 

I  smiled  to  myself,  and  said,  "  Well, 
that  may  be  true,  but  1  am  probably  the 
one  man  he  would  like  to  see,  because  I 
have  a  job." 

' '  Do  you  know  him  ?  ' ' 
'  Y'es,"  I  said,   "  1   am  from  Salt   Lake 
City.       I  just  want  to  pay  my  respects." 

She  said,   "  Just  wait  a  minute." 

She  told  Mr.  Dawes  that  George  Albert 
Smith  of  Salt  Lake  City  was  there  and 
\\  nited  to  meet  him,  and  he  told  her  to 
have  me  come  over.  So,  instead  of  run- 
ning me  behind  a  hundred  people  to  wait 
my  turn,  she  took  me  to  a  side  door,  and 
there  stood  before  me  a  tall  man  whom  I 
had  never  seen  before  in  my  life. 

He  said,   "  I  am  Mr.  Dawes." 

He  was  very  pleasant,  but  you  can 
imagine  how  embarrassed  I  was.  He  was 
Mr.  Dawes,  and  he  was  Ambassador 
Dawes'  brother,  but  he  was  Eufus  Dawes. 
T  did  not  know  there  was  a  Rufus  Dawes 
in  the  world. 


\\  ell.  I  said,  "  I  have  onlj  coin.'  t" 
tell  you  that  this  is  a  wonderful  fair,  ami 
to  express  to  you  mj  appreciation  lor  what 
you  have  done  in  organizing  and  see  • 
through.  It  is  marvellous  whal  has  lion 
accomplished,  and  what  an  education  n  is 
to  so  man\  people.  Now.  1  understand 
that  you  are  a  bus)  man,  and  that  is  all  I 
wanted  to  come  ami  Bay,  and  to  congratu- 
late you  and  thank  you. 

That    is    \(.-r\    considerate,"    hi-    said. 

Come  in." 
No,    thai    is   all    1    came    t"    sa) .       I 
replied. 

1 1 1'  said,  "  ( Some  right  in." 

I  said,  "  No,  there  are  a  hundred  people 
waiting  to  see  you. " 

None  of  them  will  say  anything  as  ide- 
as what  you  have  said." 

So  I  went  in,  out  of  ideas  and  out  of 
breath,  almost.  He  insisted  on  ni\  sitting 
down,  and  the  next  thing  1  said  was:  "  By 
the  way.  Mr.  Dawes,  where  do  your  people 
come  from? 

Do  you  mean   in   America '.' 
I  mean  anywhere." 

He   said,    "  Are  you   interested 
alogy?  " 

I  certainly  am,"    I   answered 
have  one  of  the  finest  genealogical  libraries 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  " 

He  said,  "  Excuse  me  just  a  moment. 
and  walked  out  of  his  office  and  came  back 
with  a  carton  about  the  size  of  an  old 
family  Bible.  He  took  his  knife,  opened 
the  carton,  and  took  out  a  package  wrapped 
in  white  tissue  paper.  He  took  the  tissue 
paper  off  and  put  on  the  table  one  of  the 
most  beautifully  bound  books  I  have  ever 
seen.  It  was  well  printed  and  profusely 
illustrated,  and  the  cover  was  elegantly 
embossed  with  gold. 

\s  I  looked  it  over.    I  BSid,   "  Mr.   D.: 
that  is  a  beautiufl  piece  of  work." 

"  It  ought  to  be.  It  cost  me  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. " 

"  Well."   I   said.    *'  it    is  worth  it." 

He  said.  "  Ts  it  worth  anything  to  you? 
(Continued  on  page  144.) 


he    asked. 

in   g< 

••  We 
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Don't   Be  A   Lobster 
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By  MARVIN   O.  ASHTON 

THE  waij  the  story  goes,  a  Hawaiian  was 

■  out  fishing  for  lobster.  He  bad 
caught  a  couple  and  had  placed  them  in 
some  sort  of  pan.  The  sidewalls  of  the 
pan  were  not  very  high.  A  stranger  came 
up  and  remarked  to  the  fisherman,  "  Why 
didn't  you  get  a  deeper  pan  in  which  to 
place  those  lobsters'.'  When  your  back  is 
turned,  they'll  crawl  out."  Then  came 
the  answer  from  the  fisherman :  "  Friend, 
you  just  don't  know  lobsters.  One  lobster 
will  never  let  the  other  get  up  higher  than 
himself  if  he  can  help  it.  If  one  of  those 
lobsters  makes  a  move  to  get  out  or  higher 
in  the  world,  his  fellow  prisoner  will  always 
jerk  him  back." 

When  I  heard  that  story  I  thought  what 
a  lesson  there  was  in  it.  Do  we  as 
brothers,  or  as  friends,  through  envy  or 
jealousy,  hold  one  another  back?  If  one 
of  us  gets  a  litlc  higher  in  the  world  than 
the  other,  do  we  instinctively  want  to  pull 
him  down  or  stop  his  progress?  You  know, 
jealousy  is  one  of  the  worst  things  in  the 
world.  It  does  hurt  us  sometimes  to  see 
others  progress. 

They  were  having  a  school  programme. 
Every  mother  was  there;  each  one  proud 
or  envious  depending  upon  the  importance 
•of  the  roles  her  children  were  playing.  A 
pompous  little  fellow  came  to  the  platform 
and  with  all  the  oratory  of  a  Patrick  Henry 
shouted  to  the  skies:  "  Friends,  Romans, 
countrymen,  lend  me  your  ears."  This  dis 
play  of  eloquence  was  too  much  for  an  en- 
vious mother.  She  turned  to  her  seat -mate 
and  'with  her  nose  pointed  upward  pro- 
claimed:  "  That's  the  Jones  kid.  He 
wouldn't  be  his  mother's  son  if  he  wasn't 
trying  to  borrow  something." 

Two  street  sweepers  were  sitting  on  the 
street  curb  talking  together.  One  of  their 
profession  had  just  passed  to  the  great  be- 
yond. Speaking  of  their  deceased  friend, 
one  street  employee  observed  to  the  other, 
"  Bill  was  a  great  street  sweeper." 
"But,"  observed  his  companion  sitting 
beside  him,  "  didn't  you  think  he  was  a 
little  weak,  around  the  lamp-posts?  " 

Xoiv  when  Jesus  was  bom  in  Bethlehem 


of  the  Presiding  Bishopric 

<>j  Judaea  in  the  <l<nj.s  oj  Herod  the  king, 
behold,  there  came  wist  men  from  the  east 
to  Jerusalem, 

Saying,  Where  is  In  Unit  is  burn  King  <>) 
lh'  Jewel  Jar  we  have  seen  his  star  in  the 
*  ust.  and  are  come  to  worship  hi  in. 

When    Herod    the    king    had   heard    tl 
things,   he  iras  troubled,  and  all  Jerusalem 
with  him.     [Matthew  2:1-3.) 

The  kmg  was  troubled  because  he  wanted 
no  competition  in  his  holding  the  sceptre. 
The  people  with  good  cause  were  troubled 
because  they  knew  well  to  what  ends  a 
Herod   would   go   to  remove   this   obstacle. 

And  this  is  only  one  black  chapter  in  the 
thousands  of  stories  of  bloodshed  in  his- 
tory— the  result  of  jealousy  and  envy. 
Thousands  of  innocent  babies  were  but- 
chered like  cattle  in  the  streets  because  of 
the  selfishness  of  one  soul. 

1  ask  you,  dear  reader,  are  you  free  from 
this  venom  that  has  curdled  the  blood  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  since  history 
began?  Are  you  pleased  to  rejoice  at  the 
accomplishments  of  your  friends,  or  are 
you  envious  ?  When  you  hear  of  a  relative 
or  friend  going  places  in  the  world,  is  there 
gladness  in  your  soul  or  does  the  reptile 
of  envy  entwine  around  your  throat  and 
choke  the  virtue  within  you?  Putting  it 
frankly,  are  you  made  happy  or  are  you 
full  of  hate  because  another  is  up  a  little 
higher  on  the  ladder  than  you? 

Don't  be  a  lobster.       If  your  companion 
can  get  a  little  higher  than  you,  don't  pull 
him  back. 
Oh,  jealousy, 
Thou  ugliest  fiend   of  helll       Thy   deadly 

venom 
Preys  on  my  vitals,  turns  the  healthful  hue 
Of  my  fresh  cheek  to  haggard  salloivness, 
And  drinks  my  spirit  up. 

— JIannah  Moore. 

Nothing  written  tells  plainer  what 
jealousy  will  do  than  the  story  of  Shakes- 
peare's Othello. 

You  see  to  what  length  this  poison  will 
go  and  to  what  depths  a  villain  will  go 
when  this  poison  we  are  talking  about 
gets  him  under  its  power.       Yes,  and  to  go 
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a  little  further,  how   the  whitest  rose  will 

be  crushed  iu  the  calloused  hands  of 
jealousy;  I  am  talking  about  beautiful 
Desdemona,  the  traitor  [ago,  and  the  chain 
pion  of  honour,  the  brave  Moor  Othello. 
I  ago  was  jealous  of  his  fellow  officer,  CaG 
Bio,  beeauae  the  latter  had  been  advanced 
to  a  position  [ago  wanted  himself.  Pie  set 
a  trap  for  the  good  Cassio  and  lowered  him 
to  the  dust.  Then  he  plotted  against  his 
commander,  accusing  Desdemona  of  in- 
fidelity, until  in  a  rage  of  jealousy  the  Moor 
himself  killed  his  lovely  wife  and  then  with 
a  dagger  ended  his  own  life.  As  a  boy 
would  say,  this' was  a  double  feature  in  this 
history  of  jealousy. 

Pick  up  the  history  of  any  nation.  There 
is  a  trail  of  murder  and  crime  as  a  result 
of  this  thing  called  jealousy.  Brothers 
poisoning  brothers  to  get  the  throne  is  an 
act  played  throughout  the  ages. 

Jealousy  is  a  cancer  of  the  worst  type, 
and  like  a  cancer,  the  only  hope  of  escap- 
ing its  terrible  punishment  is  to  destroy  it 
in  its  very  early  stages.  It  is  better  by 
far  not  to  let  it  get  the  slightest  encourage- 
ment to  fasten  itself  to  you.  Jealousy  is 
like  the  octopus  of  the  seas. 

Another  person  we  read  of  in  holy  writ, 
in  a  lit  of  jealousy,  slew  his  brother.  Ever 
since  this  chapter  when  Cain  played  this 
role  with  his  brother,  this  octopus  of  tho 
human  makeup  has  been  taking  its  toll. 

When  your  brother,  your  friend,  and  even 
your  competitor,  attain  recognition  in  this 
OZ  that,  rejoice  with  him.  Then  you  show 
your  bigness — then  you  show  you  are  proud 
to  be  called  one  of  God's  children. 

Are  you  a  musician'.'  Do  you  become 
envious  of  the  other  fellow  when  he  sings 
or  [days  well?  Are  you  a  mechanic?  Do 
you  rejoice  when  another  is  skilful?  Are 
you  ambitious  as  a  speaker?  Do  you  feel 
badly  if  a  competitor,  as  it  were,  in  this 
business  of  oratory  does  very  well?  Are 
you  an  artist?  Is  there  resentment  in  your 
soul  when  another  artist  gains  recognition 
for  a  portrait  or  a  landscape?  Are  you  a 
pigmy  or  giant  in  your  soul? 

Don 't  be  a  lobster ! 

While  attending  a  stake  conference  a  few 
months  ago,  I  heard  President  George  F. 
Richards  tell  a  story  that  warmed  me  to 
the  bone.  It  was  the  story  of  Cain  and 
Abel  in  reverse.      Here's  the  story: 


Abram  and  Zimri  had  worked  harmoni- 
ously together  for  yean.  Their  main  crop 
was  wheat.  One  night  during  harvest  tune 
Nie\  had  spent  considerable  time  in  con- 
fiding  together  SB  brothers  will.  The  result 
of  I  his  meeting  was  that  each  brother  went 

to  his  home  with  some  rather  definite  plans 

lor  the  night.  Something  happened  in  the 
exchange  of  Confidences  thai  brought  the 
hearts  of  these  two  souls  even  a  little  C 

than  ever.  Bach  went  to  his  bed  witb 
some  definite  resolutions. 

Abram  arose  from  his  bed.  Said  he  to 
himself,  "  When  1  go  home  at  night  a  lov- 
ing wife  greets  me  with  a  well-cooked  sup- 
per and  my  children  climb  upon  my  knee. 
Zimri  goes  home  to  a  cold  house  with  no 
one  to  put  a  kiss  upon  his  brow.  I'll  arise 
and  take  some  of  m\  sheaves  and  place 
them  upon  his  stack."  He  arose  and  with 
the  help  of  the  moon  increased  the  heap 
of  his  brother's  grain. 

But  Zimri,  too,  was  stirred  with  an 
emotion  that  had  to  be  satisfied  with  a  like 
noble  deed.  Thought  he,  "-As  Abram  goes 
to  his  home  to-night  there  are  many  mon 
months  to  feed  than  there  are  under  my 
roof.  Unknown  to  him  I  will  lake  some 
of  my  sheaves  and  place  them  upon  his 
stack.  He  arose  from  his  bed  and  earned 
sheaves  to  increase  his  brother's  stack. 
Then  he  went  to  bed  to  pleasant  dreams. 

Lo  and  behold,  the  next  morning  as  each 
one  visited  his  respective  piles  of  grain  he 
noticed  that  it  looked  about  the  same. 
although  some  sacrifice  had  been  made  in 
each  case  in  the  direction  of  the  other. 

The  next  night  Abram  took  his  sheaves 
again  and  carried  them  to  the  grain  of  his 
brother.  He    then   lay    behind   his   own 

heap  to  solve  the  mystery.  He  didn't  have 
to  wait  long.  His  brother,  with  the  same 
emotions,  was  increasing  the  granarj  of 
Abram. 

Abram  arose  and  caught  his  brother 
Zimri  in  his  arms  and  wept  upon  his  neck 
and  kissed  his  cheek,  ami  Zimri  saw  the 
whole  and  could  not  speak,  neither  could 
Abram  for  their  hearts  were  full. 

.   .   .  Sweeter  sings  the  brooklet  by, 

Brighter  beams  the  azure  sky  ; 

Oh,  there's  one  who  smiles  on  high 

When  there's  love  at  home. 

From  Improvement  Era. 
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The  Influence  The  Priesthood  and 
Gospel  Have  Had  in  My  Life 


1DAKE  say  it  would  be  easy  enough  for 
me  to  say  that  the  influence  of  the 
Priesthood  and  the  Gospel  in  my  life  has 
been  profound  and  leave  it  at  that.  But 
J  want  to  go  further  so  as  to  explain  how 
and  why  the\  have  influenced  my  life,  and 
thus  satisfy  my  own  feelings  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

It  would  perhaps  be  best  to  commence 
with  a  brief  explanation  of  what  the  Priest- 
hood is ;  here,  is  a  definition :  The  Priest- 
hood is  the  government  of  God  on  this  earth, 
the  authority  given  a  person  enabling  that 
person  to  act  in  the  name  of  God. 

It  is  possible  for  a  boy  to  receive  the 
Priesthood  at  the  age  of  12,  when  he  can 
be  ordained  a  Deacon.  I  know  that  when 
I  underwent  this  experience  I  did  not  im- 
mediately grasp  its  full  significance,  al- 
though I  gained  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  by 
serving  the  Lord  in  a  far  more  active 
manner  than  I  had  been  able  to  before. 
Gradually  though,  I  began  to  realise  what 
it  meant  to  have  the  authority  to  act  in  the 
name  of  God,  though  the  extent  of  this 
authority  for  one  who  has  just  mounted 
the  first  rung  of  the  ladder  of  the  lower 
division  of  the  Priesthood  was,  naturally, 
limited.         " 

Small  wonder  it  was,  indeed,  that  1 
started  to  appreciate  what  a  wonderful  thing 
the  Priesthood  is;  it  can  be  explained  in  a 
brief  definition,  yet  how  vast  is  this  idea 
which   the    definition   covers.      The   Priest- 


hood  is  something  thai  must  be  honoured 
l>\  those  who  bold  it;  the  dishonouring  of 
one's  Priesthood  is  a  verj  serious  sin. 

The  (acts  concerning  the  Priesthood 
which  1  have  told  you  about  and  which  I 
have  learned,  have  been  an  inspiration  to 
me  lo  regard  the  Priesthood  as  a  wonderful 
gift  of  which  the  possessor  should  do  his 
utmost  to  be  worthy.  It  is  a  thing  which 
should  be  the  dominating  factor  in  the  life 
of  its  possessor.  That  is  why  it  has  in- 
fluenced my  life  so  much.  I  find  the  Gospel 
has  taught  me  also,  among  other  things, 
not  to  smoke,  drink  strong  drinks,  or  live 
immorally,  however  strong  the  temptation 
to  do  these  things  may  be,  as  the  body  is 
the  tabernacle  of  the  soul. 

Whilst  I  keep  these  principles  before  me 
as  1  go  into  the  world  and  meet  with  its 
many  temptations,  I  should  never  be  in 
doubt  as  to  which  is  the  true  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  can  also  add  this :  that  I 
am  grateful  to  my  Heavenly  Father  that 
this  wonderful  Gospel  came  to  me  very 
early  in  my  life  and  that  it  has  proved  to 
be  a  source  of  inspiration  to  me  whenever 
I  have  been  troubled  or  depressed ;  the 
thought  of  it  has  kept  me  close  to,  if  not 
always  on,  the  straight  and  narrow  path. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  bear  testi- 
mony as  to  the  truth  of  this  Gospel  which 
has  been  handed  down  to  us  in  these,  the 
last  days,  by  Joseph  Smith  whom  I  know 
to  be  a  Prophet  of  God. 

HUGH  HELM. 


On  Searching  for   Family   Records. — From  page 

141. 

I  said,  "  It  would  be  if  I  had  it." 

He  said,  "  All  right,  you  may  have  it !  ' 
— twenty-five  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
genealogy  placed  in  my  hands  by  a  man 
whom  I  had  met  only  five  minutes  before  ! 
Well,  I  was  amazed.  Our  visit  continued 
but  a  short  while  longer.  I  told  him  how 
delighted  I  was  to  have  it  and  that  I  would 
place  it  in  the  genealogical  library  in  Salt 
Lake   City. 

Before  I  left  the  room,   he  said,    '•  Mr. 
Smith,  this  is  my  mother's  genealogy.     We 


are  also  preparing  my  father's  genealogy — 
the  Dawes'  family.  It  will  be  one  just 
like  this.  When  it  is  finished,  I  would 
like  to  send  you  a  copy  of  that  also." 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  genea- 
logy ! — and  just  because  I  tried  to  be  polite 
to  someone. 

I  do  not  think  that  was  an  accident.  The 
Dawes  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
families  in  the  United  States ;  and  in  that 
line  is  the  Gates  family,  including  Jacob 
Gates.        Other    Church    famlies    also    run 

(Continued  on  page  148.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

January,    1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

<  rod  our  Father  bear  us  praj , 

Semi  Th\  grace  tins  hoi}  daj . 
As  we  take  of  emblems  blest, 
On  our  Saviour's  love  we  rest. 

COSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  tin's  Life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in 
the   resurrection. 

And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge 
and  intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  dili- 
gence and  obedience  than  .-mother,  he  will 
have  so  much  the  advantage  in  the  world 
to  come. 

D.  &  0.  lot):    L8-19. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 
Ye   have   not  chosen    me,    bul    1    have 
chosen    von,    and    ordained    you,    that    ye 

should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit,  and  thai 
your  fruit  should  remain:  that  whatsoever 
ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father  in  my  name  h< 
may  give  it  you." 

John  15 :   16. 

SENIORS. 

"  Trove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good/' 

1  Thessalonians  5:   21. 

JUNIORS. 

My  son,  if  sinners  entice  thee,  consent 
t  hou  not." 

Proverbs  1 :    10. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  con- 
\  citing  the  soul:  the  testimony  of  the  Lord 
is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple." 

Psalms  19 :   7. 

PRIMARY. 

1  will  sing  unto  the  Lord,  because  lie 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  me.." 

Psalms  18 :  6. 

KINDERGARTEN 

God  made  the  dark  for  children. 
And  birdies  in  their  nest; 
All  in  the  dark  He  watches 
And  guards  us  while  w-e  rest. 


Branch  Teacher's    Message, 

January,    1946 

GOSPEL   OF   WORK 

SINCE   tin     beginning,    the    Saints    b 
recognised      the      important     fact      that 

activity   in  the  Church  develops  one  spirit- 
ually,    while    inactivity     lias    the    opp' 

1 1  is  a  principle  that  is  true  also  in 
nature,  and  in  fact  in  everj  phase  of  our 
lives.  Activity  means  life  and  progress;  in- 
activity  means  retrogression. 

Anciently  the  Saviour  taught  the  p>. 
to  be  doers  of  his  word,  and  said,  "lie  thai 
hath  my  commandments  and  keepeih  them, 
he  it  is  that  loveth  me."  Paul  advised  the 
people  of  his  day  to  "  work  out  "  their 
salvation;  James  taught  that  without  works, 
even  faith  was  dead.  Thus  we  see  that  the 
Lord  is  a  might \  advocate  of  the  gospel  of 
work. 

In  the  so  called  mundane  things  of  life, 
work    is    vital.       In    the    very    beginnii^ 
time,  the  Lord  taught  this  lesson  to  Adam 
Although  the  Garden  of  Eden  brought  forth 
its   fruits  and  flowers  abundantly,   even   s<> 

the  Lord  took  the  man  and  put  him  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden  to  dress  it  and  to  keep 
it."  Thus  was  Adam,  even  before  the  fall, 
put  to  work,  and  his  assignment  was  to 
dress  and  keep  the  garden  beautiful.  Adam 
and  Eve  were  instructed  too,  that  they 
were  to  subdue  the  earth,  and  afterward 
were  told  that  they  should  earn  their  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  restored  Church. 
the  Lord  spoke  to  the  Saints  through  re- 
velation, and  deplored  the  fact  that  there 
were  idlers  among  them  (DC  68 :  31)  and 
for  that  reason  said  "  I  the  Lord  am  not 
well  pleased  with  the  inhabitants  of  Zion." 
He  further  made  it  clear  that  in  his  scheme 
of  things,  there  is  no  place  for  idlers  (DC 
75:  29)  and  called  upon  those  who  wen 
idle  to  repent  and  mend  their  ways.  He 
commanded  "  Cease  to  be  idle,"  and  added, 

Thou  shalt  not  be  idle,  for  he  that  is  idle 
shall  not  eat  the  bread  nor  wear  the  gar- 
ments of  the  labourer." 

It  is  a  wholesome  thing  to  work.     Char- 
acter and  work  are  closely  related.    Think 
for  a  moment  of  the  purpose  of  our  very- 
existence,  which  is.  "Be  ye  theerfore  perfect 
(Continued  on  page  148.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Dan  Cherrett,   President, 
14  Serpentine  Road,   Pinelands. 

During  tlie  month  the  District  Presidency 
and  Elders  held  meetings  with  the  Saints 
in  Paarl,    Hermanus  and  Eransch  Hoek. 

It  is  with  regret  we  report  the  death  oi 
Sister  Wakeford,  oi'  Eerste  River;  Sister 
Wakeford  has  been  in  tailing  health  for 
some  months  past.  Shu  suffered  a  stroke 
Sunday  evening  and  died  Monday  evening, 
November  25th.  She  is  the  mother  of 
Brother  Leslie  Halse,  of  Eerste  River,  and 
Brother  Norman  Halse,  of  Quithing, 
Basutoland.  We  extend  our  sympathy  and 
blessings  to  the  relatives. 

Alvin  Park,  President, 

Saint  George's  Villa,  Forest  Road, 

Rondebosch. 

We  extend  heartiest  congratulations  to 
the  four  couples  married  since  our  last 
'  Highlights  "  were  reported:  Sister  Iris 
Taylor  and  Eric  Taylor,  Brother  Lionel 
Bibb  and  Sister  Sheila  Harvey,  Sister  Ethel 
M.  Ryan  and  George  Tarr,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 23rd  Sister  Rina  Gouws  and  Dennis  Lee 
Dawson  were  married  at  "  Cumorah."  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  President  June 
B.  Sharp.  A  host  of  friends  were  present 
at  the  marriage,  and  the  reception  given  at 
the  home  of  the  bridegroom. 

On  October  29th  the  closing  social  of  the 
M.I. A.  was  held  and  took  the  form  of  a 
Halloween  party  with  every  possible  feature 
to  remind  those  present  that  the  goblins 
were  out.  No  charges  were  made  for  the 
extra  thrills. 

November  2nd  the  annual  Relief  Society 
bazaar  was  held.  The  affair  was  an  out- 
standing success  socially  and  financially. 
Every  stall  was  well  supplied  with  mer- 
chandise and  those  who  attended  were 
liberal  in  their  purchases. 
TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

Norman  G.  Muir,  President, 

119,  Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez  Valley, 

Johannesburg. 

As  noted  in  the  last  issue,  Transvaal 
District  Conference  was  held  October  27th 
at  Ramah.  The  highlights  of  the  morning 
session  were  the  splendid  talks  given  by  the 
young  people  of  the  district  chosen  from 
each  branch,  and  the  welcome  extended  to 


Elders  Berlin  and  Poulter. 

During  the  afternoon  an  Officers'  and 
Teachers  .Meeting  was  held.  At  the  even- 
ing session  the  combined  chorus  of  the 
I  Jamah  and  Liahona  Brandies  rendered 
special  musical  numbers  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Brother  Albert  Ninow. 

During  the  evening  Elder  Poulter  sang  a 
solo  accompanied  by  Sister  Nola  Troskie. 
The  Elders  and  President  and  Sister  Sharp 
were  the  speakers.  Under  the  direction  of 
the  .Mission  and  District  Presidency  the 
Ramah  and  Liahona  Branches  were  amal- 
gamated, and  the  name  Ramah  to  be  the 
name  of  the  combined  branches. 

The  Branch  Presidency  was  reorganised. 
Brother  Evan  Wright  wras  sustained  as  Pre- 
sident with  Brother  Aliel  Smith,  formerly 
President  of  the  Liahona  Branch,  as  First 
( 'ounselor,  and  Brother  Bernie  Hubert  as 
Second  Counselor. 
Ramah  Branch. 

Evan  P.   Wright,  President, 

7,  Christine  Avenue,  Cyrldene, 

Johannesburg. 

Friday  evening,  November  1,  the  Ramah 
Carnival  was  held  at  the  Kensington  Hall. 
Many  members  and  friends  attended  and 
the  social  was  a  success  in  every  way.  The 
success  of  the  evening  bore  evidence  of  the 
fine  planning  and  co-operation  of  the 
officers  of  all  the  organisations. 
Northwest  Branch. 

William  H.   Brummer,   President, 
37,  Albert  Road,  Newlands,  Johannesburg. 

Sunday  evening,  November  3,  a  very 
successful  branch  meeting  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Elizabeth  Lillian  Brummer. 
Brother  Norman  G.  Muir,  District  Presi- 
dent, Elders  Berlin  and  Poulter  ,and  Pre- 
sident and  Sister  Sharp  and  their  daughter 
La  June  were  in  attendance. 

Through  the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  Sister  Brummer  was  well  on  her 
way  to  recovery  from  a  serious  illness. 
Sister  Brummer  is  77  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
during  the  past  30  years. 
Springs  Branch. 

I.  C.  Louw,  President, 

39,   Bushell  Crescent,    Selection  Park, 
Springs. 

At   the   District   Conference   the   Branch 
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Presidency  was  reorganised  and  Brother 
I.  C.  Louw  was  sustained  as  President, 
with  Brother  Reaford  Putter  as  First  Coun- 
selor and  Branch  Clerk,  and  Brother  Johan 
Stemmel  sustained  as  Second  Counselor 
and  Superintendent  of  tin-  Branch  Sunda\ 
School.  Sister  Beryl  Wilson  was  sustained 
as  First  Counselor  in  the  Sunday  Sohool 
and  Sister  Elizabeth  Van  dc  Vyver  as 
Secretary. 

During  the  recent  weeks  Sister  Cora 
Putter  has  been  in  hospital  and  reports  in- 
dicate she  is  recovering  from  her  illness. 

Sister  Dana  Jubber  has  been  visiting  her 
aged  mother  at  Paarl. 

Recently  the  Campbells,  Douglas  Phillips 

and  family,  and  the  Wilsons  have  pur- 
chased homes  in  the  prosperous  suburbs  of 
Selection  Park. 

During  their  visit,   President  and  Sister 

Sharp  and  the  Elders  held  meetings  in 
Pretoria,  Springs  and  Krugersdorp.  Sister 
Eunice  Domain  and  Mr.  Jack  le  Goff  plan 
their  marriage  in  Krugersdorp  for  December 
20th.  We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions. 

In  Liahona  a  very  successful  social  was 
held  for  all  the  members  of  the  branch  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ariel  T. 
Smith.  During  the  evening  Brother  Orson 
Silver  Cannon  paid  a  brief  visit.  Brother 
Cannon  had  arrived  during  the  day  by  air 
from  the  United  States  as  a  representative 
of  the  agricultural  department  of  the  H.  J. 
Heinz  Company.  He  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Smith  thoroughly  enjoyed  renewing 
early  school-day  acquaintances.  Before  re- 
turning to  the  United  States  by  the  way  of 
Condon,  Brother  Cannon  visited  Port  Eliza- 
beth and  Cape  Town. 

Bloemfontein  Branch. 

C.  B.  Spear,  President, 
P.O.  Box  50,  Bloemfontein. 
October  24th,  a  Branch  meeting  was  held 
at  the  hall  recently  acquired  for  services 
by  the  members  of  the  Branch.  Fifteen 
members  and  friends  were  in  attendance. 
Brother  S.  J.  Bayner  was  sustained  as 
First  Counselor  and  Branch  Clerk. 

Visits  were  made  by  the  Mission  Authori- 
ties to  the  homes  of  Sister  Clark  in  Jaggers- 
fonfein,  Sister  Grotique  in  Kimberley  and 
Sisters  Greenberg  in  Ladybrand. 


Durban   Branch. 

Louis  Duncan,  President, 
L87,   Montpelier   Road,   Durban. 

Brother  and  Sister  T.  A.  Hancock  and 
Neil,  Brother  and  Sister  Melverton  Jakins 
and  Wendell,  of  Springs  Branch,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Jacob  Schiubach  of  the 
Lfiahoha  Branch  are  'well  established  in 
t  lair  home-  in  t  be  I  turban   Branch. 

Temporary  Sunday  School  service-  are 
being  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  I '.  A.  Smith,  at  Briardi  I 

October   12th.    Claron    Cecil    Smith    was 

baptised     bj      his     father.      Brother     ('.     A. 

Smith,  and  was  confirmed  October  20th  by 
I  Irother  Louie  1  >nncan. 

Brother  Harry  Spear  spent  an  enjoyable 
holiday    in  Johannesburg  and  upon  his  re- 
turn  to    Durban    he  entered    the    Military 
Hospital  for  another  operation  on   his  arm 
Rapid  recovery  was  reported. 

The  Mission  Authorities  visited  in  Durban 
three  days  and  two  very  fine  meetings  were 
held    in    the   home   of   Brother   and    Sister 
T.   A.   Hancock. 
East   London  Branch. 

B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  President. 

•'».    Nahoon  View  Road,   East    London 

November  14th  and  15th,  Conference 
meetings  were  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Thomas  P.  Jubber  with  a  good 
attendance  1>\  the  members  of  the  Branch. 
Pori   Elisabeth  Branch. 

Robert  K.  E.  Doller.  President. 

18.  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,   Port 

Elizabeth! 

Branch  Conference  was  held  Sunday. 
November  17<h.  A  morning  Bession  was 
held  at  which  a  fine  programme  was  given 
by  the  children.  The  Elders  and  Sistei 
Sharp  were  the  speakers. 

At  5.30  p.m.  an  Officers'  and  Teachers' 
Report  Meeting  was  held,  and  in  the  even- 
ing service  the   Cider-  and  Sister  Sharp  and 

President  were  the  speakers. 

November  20th,  a  lovely  hah\  girl  came 
to  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
Evertpn.  Mother  and  babe  are  well.  Wo 
extend  our  congratulations. 

Brother  Evan  Wright  spent  two  day-  in 
Port  Elizabeth. 

Monday  evening.  November  18th.  a 
(dosing  social  was  held  for  the  members  of 
the  Branch.  A  good  time  and  refreshments 
was  enjoyed  by  all  the  members  and  friends 
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of  the  Branch. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Branch  Presidency 
wish  to  extend  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Mission  their  very  best  wishes  for  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Doller  and  family 
of  Naaupoort  have  planned  a  Christmas 
holiday  in  Port  Elizabeth.  Sister  Mary 
Wiblin  and  family  of  Durban  will  join  them 
in  Port  Elizabeth. 

On  Searching  for  Family   Records From  page 

144. 
through  these  books. 

This  man  Kufus  Dawes  died  before  the 
second  volume  was  finished.  He  left  word 
with  Charles  G.  Dawes,  his  elder  brother, 
to  be  sure  to  send  me  a  copy  of  that  book 
when  it  was  finished.  Well,  I  was  afraid 
that  Charles  G-.  Dawes  didn't  know  any- 
thing about  it,  so  about  a  year  later  I  called 
on  him  and  told  him  how  I  had  obtained 
the  other  volume.  He  said,  "  I  know  all 
about  it,  and  we  will  have  another  of  my 
father's  line  for  you  as  soon  as  it  is  com- 
pleted." And  this  second  volume,  accord- 
ing to  promise,  also  came  to  me. 

The  Lord  is  helping  us;  it  is  marvellous 
how  the  way  is  opened  and  how  other 
people  frequently  are  prompted  to  prepare 
their  genealogies.  But  sometimes  we  fail 
to  take  advantage  of  our  opportunities  to 
prepare  our  genealogies,  notwithstanding 
the  Lord  has  very  pointedly  said  that  un- 
less we  take  care  of  our  temple  work  we 
will  be  rejected  with  our  dead.  This  is  a 
very   serious   thing.  This   is    something 

that  we  cannot  change,  if  we  have  wasted 
our  opportunities  until  life  passes. 

There  may  be  other  such  men — there 
may  be  a  Charles  G.  Dawes  or  Rufus 
Dawes  in  your  line,  or  mine,  someone  who 
is  prompted  by  the  Lord  to  gather  these 
wonderful  recoi'ds.  And  if  there  is,  we 
shall  have  been  greatly  blessed — if  we  use 
such  findings  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
have  been  given  us.  But  we  cannot  ex- 
pect others  to  do  this  work  for  us. 

So  the  Lord,  in  one  way  or  another,  en- 
courages, advises,  and  counsels  us  to  do  our 
work.  Some  families  who  can't  do  the 

work  themselves  have  someone  else  work- 
ing all  the  time  on  their  temple  genealogy, 
and  records. 

If  we  do  our  part,  our  genealogies  will  be 


unfolded  to  us — sometimes  in  one  way, 
sometimes  in  another.  So  I  want  to  sug- 
gest to  you,  my  brethren  and  sisters:  let 
us  do  our  part. 

From  The  Improvement  Era. 

Gospel  of  Work.— From  page  145. 
even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven  is 
perfect."  Would  anyone  suppose  that  by 
someone  else's  efforts  we  can  perfect  our- 
selves ?  Could  we  perfect  our  own  penman- 
ship, for  instance,  by  having  other  people 
do  all  our  writing  for  us?  Could  we  develop 
bur  own  powers  of  creation,  of  progress  and 
achievement,  if  we  ourselves  did  not  put 
forth  the  effort?  Work  is  the  secret  of  pro- 
gress and  growth,  in  the  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral fields.  That  is  the  reason  God  is  such 
an  advocate  of  the  gospel  of  work.  That  is 
why  he  condemns  idleness.  There  are 
those,  of  course,  who  are  physically  in- 
capacitated for  work,  but  by  far  the  vast 
majority  of  human  beings  are  able  to  apply 
themselves. 

Now  consider  these  principles  in  the  light 
of  our  every  day  experience : 

Unemployment  insurance  payments  in 
the  state  of  Utah  are  mounting  tremen- 
dously. Yet  there  are  still  jobs  begging 
for  men.  What  does  it  mean?  Can  it  be 
that  any  of  our  people  would  rather  be  idle 
than  to  accept  the  kinds  of  work  available? 

Payments  to  persons  over  65,  who  are 
quite  able  to  support  themselves,  are  re- 
ported from  time  to  time.  Just  how  do 
these  persons  stand  in  the  light  of  the 
"  gospel  of  work?" 

We  do  not  discuss  these  matters  from  the 
economiic  standpoint  here,  nor  from  the 
point  of  view  of  taxation.  We  discuss  them 
as  a  matter  of  honesty,  as  a  matter  of  com- 
pliance with  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
revealed  word  and  plan  of  God.  We  discuss 
them  as  a  moral  principle. 

It  is  not  pleasing  to  the  Lord  to  abide  in 
idleness.  He  calls  the  idler  to  repentance. 
He,  not  man,  lays  down  the  principle  that 
the  idler  should  not  eat  the  bread  nor  wear 
the  garments  of  the  labourer.  If  we  are 
unnecessarily  idle,  let  us  determine  our  posi- 
tion in  the  light  of  God's  word,  and  make 
the  needed  adjustment. 
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